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Sent by - His Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Harold Anthony Perera 

ANECDOTES & SCRIPTURE NOTES FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

A priest regularly celebrated daily Mass on Television. One Sunday morning following the 
Parish Mass, a parishioner approached him and commented, “Father, your homilies on the TV 
Mass mean so much to my mother, since she lost her mind.”  

Reflection 
Today often we speak without thinking. Our best intention is to compliment 

another, as in this incident, can quickly become an unintended insult. In 

more significant matters, though, this principle of speech is very important 

to bear in mind: A harmful, mean-spirited word once said cannot be unsaid; 

like a bell once rung, it cannot be unrung. 

Congratulations! 
Rev. Fr. Eymard Fernando, Our     
Diocesan Archivist received an 

Award from His Eminence        
Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith, the 

Archbishop of Colombo for      
Catholic Journalism granted for 
Priest-Writers who contribute     

articles to Catholic Newspapers 
published by Colombo Catholic 
Press. The ceremony was held at 
Colombo Catholic Press on the   

04th of October 2021. 
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My dear Fathers, Sisters & Brothers, 

October 2021, the month of the Holy Rosary, begins with the virtual pilgrimage 

of the Holy Rosary. This Rosary campaign was a decision of the Catholic      

Bishops’ Conference of Sri Lanka to seek the intercession of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. The main reasons for this campaign are to redeem us from Covid 19    

pandemic, to seek justice for all those affected by the Easter Sunday attack, and 

to overcome the burning issues prevailing in our country at this time. 

Rosary is our spiritual chain to unite us together as devout followers of Christ the Lord. The family that prays      

together stays together.  Praying the Rosary opens us to reflect the events of Jesus in the history of salvation.  I 

invite you to join this pilgrimage from 2nd to 31st October 2021. Kindly distribute the hand bills to the faithful, so 

that they may join this National pilgrimage of the Holy Rosary. The day of fasting and prayer together with the 

way of the cross is encouraged on Friday 08 October. On 07 October, the Church celebrates the feast of the Holy 

Rosary. 

World mission Sunday will be on 24th October. The health authorities may allow limited number to attend the   

Sunday masses as the country is in the process of new-normalcy. We shall wait for the health instructions. 

Kindly encourage the parishioners, their obligation to contribute generously for the missions. Lord loves the 

cheerful   giver.  

There will be a General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops next year. The diocesan pre-synodal meeting to be 

held anytime before March 2022. I have formed a committee for the preparatory work, and more details will be 

at the presbyteral meeting. The Holy See expects the official opening in the dioceses to be held on Sunday 17th 

October 2021. The theme of the next Ordinary General assembly is “For a synodal Church: Communion,         

Participation and Mission.”  

If things go well, the re-scheduled annual retreat will be held from 15th – 20th November at St. Anne’s Shrine, 

Thalawila. All are expected to be present on time. The details will be briefed at the presbyteral meeting. The 

next presbyteral meeting is re-scheduled to Monday 18th October 2021 at Bishop’s House. The Eucharistic        

Adoration begins at 9.00am and be on time to be with the Eucharistic Lord. 

Due to the pandemic situation, celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation had to be postponed. The new 

dates can be arranged when the church celebrations are permitted. 

I am happy to inform you that Bro. Oshen Fernando from Udubaddawa and Bro. Himasha Nanayakkara from 

Pamunugama were promoted to the ‘Daham Sevana’ Propaedeutic Seminary, Kalutara. The National Seminary 

was opened for the next academic year, with the permission of the Secretary of the Ministry of Health under 

certain conditions. Bros. Nadun and Nilanga, who followed the period of discernment re-joined. Bros. Sangeeth 

Silva and Malinda Priyanath, after completing the propaedeutic formation were promoted to 1st Year             

Philosophy. May Our Lady of Lanka, the patroness of the National Seminary protect all in the Seminary!   

Thank you & may God bless you! Stay safe. 

 

 

 

+ Harold Anthony Perera, 
Catholic Bishop of Kurunegala 
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The Saint of ‘Great Littleness’ 
(Solemnity of St. Therese of the Child Jesus – 01st of October) 

How important are little things in life? The unnoticed things are the real life-blood of the world. In a 
great palace, we think of the marble and the stone, the cedar, and the iron, but who thinks of the mortar 
and the nails? And yet, in the architecture, mortar and nails are as important as pillars, columns, beams 
and the rest of it. 
 
Thus in the architecture of the world and in the conduct of its affairs, trifles are the mortar and the nails! 
 
Real success in self-governance is not the waiting for some special occasion to exert ourselves, but 
doing the best that can be done in the circumstances of everyday life. Life teaches us never to wait for a 
perfect moment; but just to take a moment, and make it perfect! 
 
Little things are a better test of character than great things. They come every day; whereas great things 
do not. Little things deal with reality, without any show; and what we call ‘little things’ are often much 
greater than what we call the ‘great ones’, and therefore have much larger consequences.  
 
According to Ernest Agyemang Yeboah, a gifted Ghanaian writer and teacher, “A car with a small hole in its fuel tank unattended to shall 
see its fuel draining little by little and it shall only be left in the middle of a long journey. So is life! Mind the small things!” 
 
1. Small things direct our life. 
 
A ship is a large object. What holds the mighty anchor which holds the ship in a storm? It is a cable. What is a cable made of? Ropes coiled 
over ropes, and every rope is made out of little threads. So it is with the habits of life, good or bad; here a little and there a little, as trifling as 
they seem at first, they become at last such mighty and unconquerable affairs. 
 
2. Small things build us. 
 
How do humans grow – of body, mind, heart, and character? Is it not little by little the frame grows from its first beginning?  
 
3. Great things are made up of little things.  
 
The highest mountain is made up of grains of dust! Pacific, of drops of water! One year, of 31,536,000 seconds! Deepest snow-fall comes 
down one flake at a time! 
 
4. Great events start with small things.  
 
Falling of an apple from a tree is insignificant enough; yet it led to the discovery of the law of gravitation by Isaac Newton which led to a    
better understanding of planetary motion! 
 
5. Small things are often more dangerous than big things, for they can get in through small openings. 
 
A little leak may sink a great ship.  
 
The ‘Little Way’ Spirituality of St. Therese of Lisieux 
 
When we look at the first three centuries of Christianity, there had been an interesting spirituality regarding how one should, ideally, finish off 
his or her life. The dominant view was that it was normal that a Christian should die as a martyr. Martyrdom was thus considered the ‘high 
way’. Natural death, to a greater extent, was what was not normal. 
 
However, after the year 325 A.D., when the persecutions stopped, Christians began to wonder how one could now die as a martyr when      
nobody was any longer ready to kill you for your faith. Various forms of spirituality started giving different answers to this question. 
 
St. Therese’s ‘Little Way’ is one such answer – an excellent answer it is! What she maps out, with great warmth and gentleness, is the      
spiritual path for a certain ‘Martyrdom of Obscurity’ for the ordinary person – a way of doing ordinary things in life with an extraordinary 
love for God and neighbour.    
 
The essence of St. Therese’s spirituality can indeed be captured in the expression of ‘Her Little Way’, but that ‘little way’, as she herself   
describes, is complex, full of nuances, and ultimately a very mature and sound spiritual path. 
 
One basic metaphor undergirds her ‘little way’ and, to understand this form of spirituality, we must clearly understand what is contained in this 
metaphor. – One day, while praying before a picture of the Crucified Christ, St. Therese was struck by the fact that Blood was flowing out of 
Jesus’ hands and falling on the ground. To her astonishment, nobody noticed and nobody cared (cf. Story of a Soul, ICS Publications,      
Washington, D.C., 1996 edition, pg. 99).  
 
This image of Christ bleeding became the centre-piece of her spirituality. For her, Christ is still bleeding in the sufferings of people on this 
earth, in our sufferings – yours and mine! That is why even as she lay dying, she has uttered the words, “… I wish to spend my Heaven in 
doing good upon the earth” – that she would spend her Heaven, all eternity, coming back to earth to continue to gather up those unnoticed 
drops of Blood and to dry the Sufferer’s Face! 
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In this, St. Therese’s spirituality is a healthy corrective to the over-sociological emphases within many ‘spiritualities’ of the present day. Too 
many of us today can be under the naive illusion that what is wrong with our world in terms of bitterness and injustice can be fixed simply by 
fixing the systems – without looking into the personal change that this demands within even the most minute areas of our personal lives.  
 
Thus we may often be tempted to justify our private faults by taking refuge in the notion that our private mistakes are not important because we 
are working to change the mega-system which is the sole culprit regarding all the evils that prevail in our society.  
 
For Saint Therese, the larger system is simply a magnification, a macrocosm of our individual ways of living. Even in the present COVID-19 
pandemic scenario, we have the natural human tendency of putting the whole blame for not being able to bring it under control on various  
systems and structures that are responsible for it, conveniently forgetting the basics of personal hygiene which can be highlighted as the    
greatest remedy. 
 
God and His love will not be ours through mere sociology! But God comes to us, as was the case in the Incarnation of Our Lord, only when 
someone splits the inner atom of love. Love and justice must be gestated and this gestation is purely an inner process, aiming at perfection    
(cf. Mt. 5/48). 
 
For St. Therese, this inner, private, moral journey is also ultimately the way towards one another. To be in union with the whole world is,  
therefore, not a matter of trying to be everywhere physically or of being so famous that one’s name is known universally as an international 
figure. Instead, we come into unity with everyone and with all things by entering deeply enough inside the order of things where one heart 
beats for everyone. In this context, the wellspring of spirituality for her is a certain healthy, scrupulous, private virtue. 
 
In the spirituality of St. Therese, glory is to be found through hiddenness. Thus she wrote: “God made me understand that my glory would not 
be evident in the eyes of mortals… (Story of a Soul, Ibid., pgs. 152; 175; and especially 216) … and  Carmel was the desert where God  
wanted me to hide” (Story of a Soul, Ibid., pgs. 72-73). For her, the glory we are born for is not found by making ourselves stand out, but 
through the opposite route, by making ourselves melt in. 
 
Another aspect of this ‘little way’ is the realization that the freedom we want as human beings ultimately lies in freely giving our freedom 
away to something that is higher and more trustworthy than ourselves. This is what that brings us true freedom and joy at the end of the day! 
According to C.S. Lewis, a well-renowned British writer and lay Theologian, “God’s compulsion is our liberation for the hardness of God is 
kinder than the softness of humanity!” 
 
St. Therese’s ‘little way’ also emphasizes being a child before God. It paves the way not to become discouraged over one’s faults, for children 
often fall, but they are too little to hurt themselves very much (cf. Last Conversations, ICS Publications, Washington, D.C., 1977 edition, pg. 
139). The same point is further elaborated in the words: “… Look at little children: they never stop breaking things, tearing things, falling 
down, and they do these even while loving their parents very, very much…” (Last Conversations, Ibid., pg. 140).  
 
Ten Important Practical Lessons for Life from the ‘Little Way’ Spirituality for Today 
 
1. Trifles make perfection, but perfection is no trifle. 
 
2. To despise little things is to show oneself utterly ignorant of the entire philosophy of life. 
 
3. It is only man’s littleness which discovers no importance in trifles. 
 
4. A little present is great because its littleness is the parent of a great future. 
 
5. To do a small thing well is the best proof of the ability to do what is great better. 
 
6. We often perish by what is little: a little negligence, a little laziness, a little delay. 
 
7. Perfection in anything cannot be secured without attention to minute details and great issues       
    often hinge on apparently very trifling affairs. 
 
8. Small steps, small decisions, small gestures and small acts of kindness are not at all small.  
 
9. Every little thing we do leads to a bigger thing. 
 
10. Great things are not done by mere impulse, but by a series of small things put together in an orderly manner. 
 
Generations of Catholics have admired this young Saint who died at the age of only twenty four years. She never went on missions, never 
founded a Religious Order or never performed great works! But she became the ‘Saint of Great Littleness’ by following the ‘Little Way’ 
Spirituality! 
 
God, in His Superabundant Plan of Salvation, assigns each person to a different battlefield: some are called to shed their blood in 
defence of their Faith. Others are chosen to work and give generously of  themselves so that the Redeemer’s Blood may give life to a 
greater number of souls in a multitude of ways, including the ‘Little Way’ of St. Therese of the Child Jesus. They are two kinds of 
combats, and both give glory to Our Lord, proving so well the fact that the Philosophy of Jesus really, effectively and wonderfully 
works, of course, in different ways with different individuals!!!   

Rev. Fr. Eymard Fernando 
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October—02 
G.C.E. (O/L) Revision—Kiliyapitiy 

Deanery 

September - 18 

Catholic Teachers’ Day 

October 09 & 10 

October—10 September - 18 

National Laity Sunday 

October—10 

October—18  

World Food Day 

September - 18 

Faith Animation Sunday  
(Only for Diocese of Kurunegala) 

Monthly Recollection &  

Presbyteral Meeting  

October—16 

October—16 & 17  

Holy Childhood Rally 

September - 18 

G.C.E. (O/L) Revision  

Kurunegala Deanery  

October—20 

Bingiriya Christ the King 31.10.2021 Karawwewa 

Daraluwa Raphael the Archangel 24.10.2021 

Church Date Saint 

Thambagalla Our Lady of Holy Rosary 03.10.2021 

Kadigawa Our Lady of Holy Rosary  10.10.2021 

Daraluwa 

Parish 

Hiripitiya 

Nikaweratiya 

Church Feasts in the Month of October 

St. Therese 03.10.2021 

Our Lady of Tears 03.10.2021 

Our Lady of Holy Rosary 03.10.2021 

Church 

Ilukhena 

Date Saint 

Hendiyagala 

Walpitagama 

Kiliyapitiya 

Nalawalana 

Walpitagama 

Parish 

Our Lady of Holy Rosary 10.10.2021 

St. Bruno 17.10.2021 

Hirigolla 

Thambakanda 

Thalgahapitiya 

Thambakanda 

Kuliyapitiya Deanery 

Kurunegala Deanery 

Hegawa 17.10.2021 St. Jude Thaddeus 

Peella Our Lady of Lourdes 17.10.2021 

Galewewa St. Jude Thaddeus 24.10.2021 

Wellawa 

Galgamuwa 

Hiripitiya 

Bulletin  Announcements 

St. Francis of Assisi 10.10.2021 Kirindegama Hiripokuna 

October—20 

World Mission Sunday 

September - 18 

SCCs Training Programme 

October—24 
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 G.C.E. (O/L) Examination — Progress of Our Schools... 

Subject Number of 
Seated 

Passed Passed  
Percentage 

Sinhala Language  179  176  98.32 

Mathematics  179  171  95.53 

Roman Catholic  70  70  100 

Buddhism    97  97  100 

N.R.C.   05  05  100 

Islam  07  07  100 

English  179 169  94.41 

History 179 175 97.76 

Science 179  175  97.76 

Subject Number of 
Seated 

Passed Passed 
Percentage 

Commerce & Acc. 49 49  100  

Geography 51  51 98.04 

Civics 41   40 97.56 

Entrepreneurship 4  4 100  

Tamil 35  35  100 

Art  40 40  100  

English (Lit)  15 14  93.33  

Sinhala (Lit)   18  17  94.44  

ICT 75 75  100  

Agriculture  23  23 100 

Home Economics  10  09 90 

Health Education 56 56 100  

Art & Craft 15  15  100 

St Anne’s College—Kurunegala 

Subject Number of 
Seated 

Passed Passed  
Percentage 

Sinhala Language  179  177  98.88 

Mathematics  179  167  93.29 

Buddhism  105  104  99.04 

Catholicism   67  65  97.01 

Christianity   06  06  100 

Islam  01  01  100 

Science  179 172  96.08 

History 179 166 92.73 

Englsih  179  169  94.41 

Subject Number of 
Seated 

Passed Passed 
Percentage 

Tamil 58 58  100 

Citizenship 45  35 87.5 

Entrepreneurship  8  8  100 

Geography (S) 28  28 100  

Geography (E) 10  10  100 

Business Studies 21 19 90.47 

Japanese 7 7 100 

German  7  7  100 

Sinhala (Lit)  21 21  100  

English (Lit)  19 19  100  

Art   20  19  95  

Health (S) 82  81  98.78 

Health (E) 8  8  100  

ICT (S)  37  34 91.89 

ICT (E) 21 21  100  

Agriculture   7 7 100  

Home Economics  24 22 91.66 

Holy Family Balika—Kurunegala 

Subject Number of 
Seated 

Passed Passed  
Percentage 

Buddhism  74  67  90.5 

Catholicism  25  25  100 

Islam  4  4  100 

Sinhala  103  92  89.32 

English  103  70  67.96 

Mathematics   103  77  74.75 

Science  103  78  75.72 

History  103  97  94.17 Citizenship Edu. 51 44  86.27  

Geography (S) 10  10 100 

Commerce Acc. 28  27 96.42  

Tamil 11  11  100 

Entrepreneurship  3  3  100 

Art  23 22  95.65  

English (Lit)  4 4  100  

Sinhala (Lit)   16  16  100  

Subject Number of 
Seated 

Passed Passed 
Percentage 

Home Economics 10  9  90.00 

ICT  15  15  100  

Health  38 37  97.36  

Arts and Crafts  20 20 100  

Agriculture  20 17 85.00 

St. Joseph’s College —Kuliyapitiya 



Published By        - Catholic Bishop’s House - Kurunegala, Sri Lanka. Tel - + 9437 2222854 

Editorial Board        - Rev. Fr. Sanjaya Pradeep, Rev. Fr. Kapila Manjula, Rev. Fr. Niroshan Jayakody,  Rev. Fr. Jude Madusanka 

 

Birthdays - Rev. Fathers 
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Birthdays - Rev. Sisters and Brothers 

 01st of October -   Rev. Sr. Suneetha Fernando (Holy Family - Nalawalana) 
 01st of October -   Rev. Bro. Ganidu Malith 
 04th of October -   Rev. Sr. Mary Nilrukshi (Holy Angles’ - Karagahagedara) 
 21st of October -   Rev. Sr. Nirodhi Susanthika (Dominican Sisters - Melsiripura) 
 23rd of October -   Rev. Bro. Chrishan Lahiru (National Seminary – Ampitiya) 
 28th of October -   Rev. Sr. Leonard (Holy Angles’ - Kuliyapitiya) 

 03rd of October –   Rev. Fr. Neil Chrishantha Dabarera 
 03rd of October –   Rev. Fr. Sanjaya Pradeep 
 05th of October –   Rev. Fr. Placidus de Silva 
 12th of October –   Rev. Fr. Milroy Francis 
 13th of October –   Rev. Fr. Patrick Rathugama 
 18th of October –   Rev. Fr. Maria Arul (CMF) 
 20th of October –   Rev. Fr. Bruno Gamini 
 21st of October –   Rev. Fr. Francis Pius (Benedictine Fathers—Illukhena) 
 24th of October –   Rev. Fr. Ajith Rohan Fernando 
 24th of October –   Rev. Fr. George Dixon 
 29th of October –   Rev. Fr. Christy Leonard 
 30th of October –   Rev. Fr. Manjula Piryantha (Don Bosco—Matiyagane) 

Subject Number of 
Seated 

Passed Passed  
Percentage 

Buddhism  101  99  98.01 

Catholicism  62  62  100 

Islam  6  6  100 

Sinhala  169  167  98.81 

English  169  150  88.75 

Mathematics (S)  163  145  88.95 

Mathematics (E)  6  6  100 

History  169  160  94.67 

Citizenship Edu. 28 22  78.57  

Geography (S) 33  33 100 

Geography (E) 1   1  100 

Commerce Acc. 50  49 98  

Tamil 49  47  95.91 

Entrepreneurship  8  7  87.5 

Art  27 26  96.29  

English (Lit)  5 5  100  

Sinhala (Lit)   44  44  100  

Subject Number of 
Seated 

Passed Passed 
Percentage 

Home Economics 36  34  94.44 

ICT (S) 46  46  100  

ICT (E) 5   5 100 

Health  35 35  100  

Media  21 16 76.19  

Agriculture  26 23 88.46 

Holy Angles Girls School —Kuliyapitiya 

G.C.E. (O/L) Examination - Results Summary  

No. of Sat 179  

Passed 176  

Passed Percentage 98.32  

No. of Sat 179  

Passed 167  

Passed Percentage 93.29  

No. of Sat 169  

Passed 151  

Passed Percentage 89.36  

No. of Sat 104  

Passed 74  

Passed Percentage 71.15  

St. Anne’s College 
Kurunegala 

Holy Family Balika 
Kurunegala 

Holy Angles Girls 
Kuliyapitiya 

St. Joseph’s College 
Kuliyapitiya 


